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permit holder unless the Regional Ad-
ministrator is otherwise notified by
the permit holder.

(c) For purposes of this section, the
notice must be provided to the office or
telephone number designated by the
Regional Administrator. The notice
must provide the official number of the
vessel, the name of the vessel, the in-
tended departure date, time, and loca-
tion, the name of the operator of the
vessel, and the name and telephone
number of the permit holder or des-
ignated agent to be available between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. (local time) on week-
days for NMFS to contact to arrange
observer placement.

(d) The operator of any vessel subject
to the requirements of this subpart
who does not have on board a VMS unit
while transiting the protected species
zone as defined in §665.806, must notify
the NMFS Special-Agent-In-Charge im-
mediately upon entering and imme-
diately upon departing the protected
species zone. The notification must in-
clude the name of the vessel, name of
the operator, date and time (GMT) of
access or exit from the protected spe-
cies zone, and location by latitude and
longitude to the nearest minute.

(e) The permit holder for any Amer-
ican Samoa longline limited access
permit, or an agent designated by the
permit holder, must notify the Re-
gional Administrator in writing within
30 days of any change to the permit
holder’s contact information or any
change to the vessel documentation as-
sociated with a permit registered to an
American Samoa longline limited ac-
cess permit. Complete changes in the
ownership of the vessel registered to an
American Samoa longline limited ac-
cess permit must also be reported to
PIRO in writing within 30 days of the
change. Failure to report such changes
may result in a delay in processing an
application, permit holders failing to
receive important notifications, or
sanctions pursuant to the Magnuson-
Stevens Act at 16 U.S.C. 1858(g) or 15
CFR part 904, subpart D.

§665.804 Gear identification.

(a) Identification. The operator of
each permitted vessel in the fishery
management area must ensure that the
official number of the vessel be affixed

§665.806

to every longline buoy and float, in-
cluding each buoy and float that is at-
tached to a radar reflector, radio an-
tenna, or flag marker, whether at-
tached to a deployed longline or pos-
sessed on board the vessel. Markings
must be legible and permanent, and
must be of a color that contrasts with
the background material.

(b) Enforcement action. Longline gear
not marked in compliance with para-
graph (a) of this section and found de-
ployed in the EEZ will be considered
unclaimed or abandoned property, and
may be disposed of in any manner con-
sidered appropriate by NMFS or an au-
thorized officer.

§665.805 [Reserved]

§665.806 Prohibited area management.

(a) Longline fishing prohibited areas.
Longline fishing is prohibited in the
longline fishing prohibited areas as de-
fined in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(4)
of this section.

(1) NWHI protected species zone. The
NWHI protected species zone is the por-
tion of the EEZ within 50 nm of the
center geographical positions of cer-
tain islands and reefs in the NWHI, as
follows:

Name N. lat. W. long.

23°05" 161°55’
23°35’ 164°40°
French Frigate Shoals . 23°45’ 166°15"
Gardner Pinnacles ... . 25°00 168°00"
Maro Reef ........... . 25°25' 170°35’

Nihoa Island
Necker Island .....

Laysan Island . 25°45 171°45
Lisianski Island ... 26°00 173°55"
Pearl and Hermes Reef .. 27°50 175°50
Midway Island ..... 28°14 177°22
Kure Island 28°25 178°20°

Where the areas are not contiguous, parallel lines drawn
tangent to and connecting those semicircles of the 50-nm
areas that lie between Nihoa Island and Necker Island,
French Frigate Shoals and Gardner Pinnacles, Gardner
Pinnacles and Maro Reef, and Lisianski Island and Pearl
and Hermes Reef, delimit the remainder of the NWHI
longline protected species zone.

(2) Main Hawaiian Islands (MHI). (i)
From February 1 through September 30
each year, the MHI longline fishing
prohibited area is the portion of the
EEZ around Hawaii bounded by
straight lines connecting the following
coordinates in the order listed:

Point N. lat. W. long.

A e 18°05’ 155°40"
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